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The Financial Basis of  Faith in Action

We support Paul�s teaching given 
in 2 Corinthians 9:7 that we 

should give as we have decided in our 
own heart, and not under pressure.  We 
do not, therefore, include any requests 
for donations in our literature.  How-
ever, we do want to provide some infor-
mation about how we operate finan-
cially.  

All our work is done on a voluntary ba-
sis. We are therefore able to use 100% of 
any gift according to the donors� chosen 
designation. Please would you indicate 
clearly if you want a donation to be used 

for a specific project.  

We would be grateful if you could let us 
know if you would like to receive a Gift 
Aid Declaration Form.  We use a small 
percentage of the money that we receive 
back from gift-aided donations to cover 
the cost of producing news-sheets and 
leaflets, and for other administration 
costs which relate directly to projects.  
Please could you also tell us if you are 
not receiving a news-sheet, and would 
like to be added to our mailing list.  
These news-sheets give on-going feed-
back about our projects.

Faith in Action exists to support the 
ministry of local churches in Africa by:
�� Developing personal links and church 

to church contacts
�� Strengthening the work of local pas-

tors
�� Supplying Christian resources in lo-

cal languages
�� Sending relief consignments 
�� Funding development projects in vil-

lages
�� Encouraging diversification of crops 

for food security
�� Making small interest-free loans for 

family businesses
�� Providing wells and windmills
�� Supporting orphans
�� Supplying primary health teaching 

and resources
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Windmill Pump with 
Concrete Reservoir in 

foreground

This is one of the most exciting 
and potentially beneficial 

projects that we have initiated to 
date.  And we are not using these 
strong words lightly or carelessly.  
This project is exciting for two very 
significant reasons:  First, it 
addresses all three major problems 
faced in rural villages  throughout 
most of Africa.  And second,  it 
empowers local communities to lift 
themselves out of poverty and 
hardship, without requiring any 
further or on-going funding.  And 
this is the main vision of Faith in 

Action:  To enable communities to 
provide for themselves in the long-
term.

The three main problems faced by 
communities throughout Africa are 
as follows:  First, a lack of food, 
which has been caused by unreliable 
rainfall, and many farmers present 
dependence on growing their own 
food.  

Second, the very high numbers of 
orphaned children.  In Chambuluka 
Village in Malawi there are 250 
families and 600 orphans, and in 

Windmill pumps 
provide a low-
technology, easy 
to maintain, free 
to run, way to food 
security.

Faith in Action
Working in Partnership with the Church in Africa
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Jimu Village there are 220 families 
and 500 orphans.  There are an 
estimated 500,000 to 1 million 
orphans in Malawi, which has a 
population of 10 million.  Many 
orphans only have grandparents to 
care for them, and this places a very 
heavy financial and physical burden 
on elderly people.  Area paster 
Arone Mpomba and his wife were in 
their seventies before pastor 
Mpomba died in 2008, seven of their 
ten children have died, and his wife 
now has 23 grandchildren to care for. 

Third, the prevalence of sickness and 
disease, which is often caused by a 
lack of basic sanitation, and the 
limited availability of medical care.

These windmill Pump Community 
Projects are set up as a loan, and 
communities apply for these loans by 
completing a 25-page Application 
Form and Business Plan.  If 
successful, the loan includes funds 
for providing one windmill pump, 

concrete reservoir and plastic piping, 
together with accountancy training, 
seed, fertilizer, sacks and transport.  

A windmill pump will provide a 
low-technology, easy to maintain, 
free to run, way to bring about food 
security.  As these windmill pumps 
operate through a well, they can be 
set up throughout the Lower Shire, 
not just beside a river, as with other 
methods of irrigation.  They are also 
better for the environment, as they 
circulate ground water, instead of 
taking water from rivers.

These windmill pumps will not only 
enable farmers to grow one crop each 
year during the rainy season, but 
also one or two further crops during 
the dry season.  And, if flooding 
destroys crops during the rainy 
season, they can grow a replacement 
crop during the dry season, when it 
will not flood.

The Mpotola windmill pump which 
we use, is produced in Malawi, and 

Orphans from Thimu Village. 

Failed Crops
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the clinic and orphan day-care centre 
have been set up, and have been 
approved by the Medical Council of 
Malawi.  They are now open and 
running well.

Nsaliva Village:  On 22nd May 2009, 
we sent MK322,480, or �1,290, from 
UK. This amount was used to top up 
loan repayments of MK2,874,020, or 
�12,608, in order to set up a third 
windmill pump community project 
in Nsaliva Village for a total cost of 
MK3,196,500, or �13,898.

Three of the four loan repayments 
(MK2,397,375, or �10,423), have now 
been made, and funds from their 
first harvest have been used to 
construct a centre for the clinic and 
orphan day-care centre.  They are 
currently setting up the orphan day-
care centre and clinic.

Saopa Village:  On 14th May 2007, 
we sent MK2,936,640, or �7,688, to 
provide a pilot windmill pump at 
Soapa Village.  This was not given as 
a loan, but in order to assess the 
potential of this form of irrigation.

On 13th August 2009, we sent 
MK869,500, or �3,549, to convert this 
pilot project into a community 
project.  Only the second payment 
was given as a loan, and two of the 
four loan repayments (MK434,750, or 
�1,774) have been made.

Funds from the first harvest are 
being used to construct a centre for 
the clinic and orphan day-care 
centre, and the foundations are being 
laid.

We have set up two further projects 
in Jimu Village, and Dobvu Village 
in Mozambique.

Current Exchange Rate is MK229 = �1

Medicine Cupboard in Clinic at Thonje

Feeding Children at Thonje Orphan 
Day-Care Centre
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When we set up new windmill pump 
community projects, we take 
committee members from the new 
village to visit our project at Thonje 
Village, so that they can see the 
significant benefits of these projects, 
and also receive advise and support 
from the committee members from 
Thonje, who are running this project 
so successfully.

Brief Report on the first 
four of our six Current Projects:

Thonje Village:  On 2nd January 
2008, we sent Malawi Kwacha (MK) 
2,938,450, or �10,830, to set up our 
first windmill pump community 
project in Thonje Village. The full 
loan of �10,830 was repaid in three 
payments during the first year.  

A brick house was donated freely for 
the clinic and orphan day-care 
centre, but was later withdrawn. The 
clinic was approved by the Medical 

Council of Malawi during 2009,  and 
the clinic and orphan day-care centre 
were open and running well.  Later 
they had to build their own centre, 
which has now been completed.

Chambuluka Village:  On 1st 
August 2008, we sent MK3,459,765, 
or �12,676, from UK to set up our 
second windmill pump community 
project in Chambuluka Village. The 
increase in the cost of this project 
was due almost entirely to the cost of 
fertilizer almost doubling during the 
year.  It was agreed that, as a result 
of this increase, the loan will now be 
repaid in four payments after the 
first four harvests. 

All four loan repayments have been 
made (MK3,459,765, or �12,676).  
Funds from the first harvest were 
used to build a centre for the clinic 
and orphan day-care centre.  Both 

Community Centre built in Chambuluka 
Village

Windmill Pump and Irrigated Crops 
in Thonje Village
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so all spare parts, as well as the 
technology to maintain the 
windmill, will be available locally.  

The structure and operation of these 
windmill pumps is as follows:  A 
well is constructed to a depth of 45 
metres on the highest area of land in 
the surrounding area.  The windmill 
pump structure is then built over the 
well, and it operates the pump 
which draws up the water. These 
windmills use either a Jooste or 
Afridev pump, and the spare parts 
for them are available in local 
markets.

The Mpotola windmill operates with 
wind speeds between 2-5 metres per 
second.  A chart showing wind 
speeds throughout Malawi at a 
height of 2 metres, shows that the 
average wind speeds for two towns 
in the Lower Shire, Ngabu and 
Makhanga, ranges from 2-3�6.4 

metres per second. There should, 
therefore, be sufficient wind 
throughout the Lower Shire to 
operate this windmill throughout the 
year, although the wind may be a 
little too strong during October.  The 
windmill pump can be turned off 
when the wind is too strong.

After the water has been drawn up 
through the well, it is then piped 
underground to a large concrete 
r e s e r v o i r .   A l t h o u g h  t h e 
photographs in this leaflet show an 
uncovered demonstration reservoir, 
we are putting a cover over this, in 
order to keep the water clean, and 
also to stop children from climbing 
into it.  

There is a tap at the side of this 
reservoir which allows water to be 
drawn off into plastic piping, which 
directs the water to different 
farmers� fields on a rotation basis.   
Each farmer only needs to receive 
water on one day per week.  One 

Left:  A Toilet
Right:  A Washroom

A Windmill Pump built over a Well




