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responsible for all the financial as-
pect of our work, and co-ordinates
the collecting and transfer of boxes.
Jay looks after the packing groups.
Lorraine Grant and Joe Martin help
us with the administration, and
Lorraine, Jay and myself visit Ma-
lawi regularly.

Hudson Taylor said “God’s work,
done God’s way, never lacks God’s
supplies”.  And our experience
shows Hudson Taylor to be abso-
lutely right. I have learned over the
past twenty-five years that it is often
the way that we work is more impor-
tant than what we do.
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I hope this brief testimony has dem-
onstrated that God wants to work
with us in order to demonstrate His
love and His power to the world, just
as He did during the time that the
Bible was written. And if we follow
His guidance, however impossible it
may appear, Christian life becomes a
very exciting, although sometimes
scary, adventure.

Whritten by Sally Jeffree

Trustee of Faith in Action

Faith in Action,
Emmanuel Cottage,
Rusper Road,
Ifield, Crawley,
West Sussex

RH11 OLN

Telephone:
01293 526424 *
Fax:
01293 533022
Website: °
www.faithinaction.uk.com
Email: N
sally@faithinaction.uk.com
Registered o
Charity No: 293961 .

Faith in Action exists to support the
ministry of local churches in Africa by:

Developing personal links and
church to church contacts
Strengthening the work of local
pastors

Supplying Christian resources in
local languages

Sending relief consignments and
funding development projects in
villages

Encouraging diversification of crops

for food security

Making small interest-free loans for

family businesses
Providing wells
Supporting orphans

When we visit
Malawi, we stay with
Malawian pastors.
We believe that build-
ing strong relation-
ships, and under-
standing the culture,
is essential to
working effectively.

Staying in Nsaliva Village

Although Faith in Action was
registered as a charity at the

beginning of 1986, the story really
began about two years -eatlier,
when Martin, who used to be a pi-
lot, felt God was leading him to take
some unpaid leave, and to spend
two months working with Mission
Aviation Fellowship in Tanzania at
the beginning of 1984. I did not go
on this first trip, mainly because
Ruth, our only daughter, was twelve
at that time.
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While he was there, Martin was very
challenged by the poverty all
around him, and especially the need
for clothing. And so, when he came
home, he left all his clothing behind,
and came home with an empty suit-
case.

While Martin was away, God was
also speaking to me from my daily
Bible readings about helping the
poor. And so when Martin re-
turned, and shared about his experi-
ences in Tanzania, and why he had
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left all his clothing behind, we
started to consider that God may be
calling us to do something about
this need that He had presented to
us.

Since then, I have realised that it
was rather like the story of the Good
Samaritan: We can not, as individu-
als, help everyone in need, but we
can respond to the individual situa-
tions which God presents to us.
And these will be different for each
one of us.

I will say much in this leaflet about
God speaking to us. Jesus con-
firmed that this would happen in
John 10:3, and He does it in a variety
of different ways. For me it is often
a clear word-by-word thought that
comes into my mind. Sometimes
it is revelation from a scripture pas-
sage. But it is always accompanied
with a strong assurance that this
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guidance has been given by God.

As there was, and still is, a plentiful
supply of good quality second-hand
clothing, I started to collect and pack
clothing on my own at home. While
I was doing this, God spoke to me so
clearly, and gave me three founda-
tional principals which should guide
this work that we had started:

First, everything that we did, should
be done with love and respect for
those we were seeking to help. And
so all the clothing should be good
quality, and packed so that it looks
like new. Each item is mended — if
necessary, and then washed, ironed,
sized, bagged and labelled with the
size and description of the garment.

Second, that we should not ask for
any help, but trust that God would
multiply the work. In this respect,
God spoke through the story of the
Feeding of the Five Thousand, and

A Jumble Sale

As there was, and
still is, a plentiful
supply of good
quality second-hand
clothing, | started to
collect and pack
clothing on my own
at home.
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There are over
500,000 orphans in
Malawi. In Chambu-

luka Village, there
are 250 families and

600 orphans.

Feeding Children outside
the Orphan Day-care
Centre at Thonje Village

had half a bag of maize flour, he was
able to feed them every day for
about a month, because as he took
flour out, the level in the bag did not
go down until they left. This is
rather like the story of the Widow of
Zaraphath in the Old Testament.

And at one 3-day seminar in Ma-
lawi, 100 people said that they had
been healed during the praise and
worship.

Added to all this, God has provided
for all my personal needs and travel-
ling expenses. I have travelled to
Africa more than 50 times. It now
costs about £1,000 per trip, and FIA
does not pay for me.

Although we continue to send 20ft
container consignments of clothing,
over 80% of our funding is now
used for development projects in
Malawi.

The three main problems that we

have identified in Malawi are: A
lack of food, disease and limited
medical care, and a very large num-
ber of orphans. And our current
projects seek to provide support in
these three areas.

I would just like to give you an ex-
ample of the scale of the orphan
problem in Malawi. We understand
that there are between 500,000 to 1
million orphans in Malawi which
has a population of 10 million. In
the village of Chambuluka, there are
250 families and 600 orphans. One
area pastor and his wife were in the
eighties. They had had 10 children,
but 7 had died. And, as a result,
they had 23 grand-children to care
for! [Sadly, this area pastor died last
year, leaving his wife to care for the
family.]

Faith in Action now has four trus-
tees: Frank Rumball, Jay Ainge, as
well as Martin and myself. Martin is
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God has rescued me from a number
of difficult, and even dangerous
situations. I was not hurt when my
shoulder bag was cut with a knife in
Uganda. Some one also tried to
steal my bag in Burundi, but their
efforts were miraculously thwarted.
Added to this, we escaped from very
serious flooding in Malawi, and have
been rescued from numerous car
break-downs.

God has healed me on a number of
occasions: There were several trips
when I had diarrhea, and rather fool-
ishly had brought no medicine to
stop it. However, each day, as I left
the house where I was staying to
visit different churches and villages,
the diarrhea miraculously stopped
until I returned home that evening.

In Dar es Salaam, I had diarrhea and
sickness just before I was due
to speak at a church meeting. I
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therefore prayed quite desperately in
the room where I was staying, and
God spoke to me and told me that
He would heal me when I got to the
church. Fortunately, it was just a
short walk away, and as soon as I
left the safety of the house where I
was staying, both diarrhea and sick-
ness went.

I have seen many other miracles as
well: Many of us saw clothing mul-
tiplied when we took eight apple
boxes of clothing to distribute at a
church meeting. Unexpectedly about
1,000 people turned up. We gave
two garments to each person, and
had 4 boxes which had not even
been opened!

I also know a pastor who saw food
multiplied: This happened when a
number of refugees came to his
house in order to escape some flood-
ing. Despite the fact that he only

Distribution of Clothing
showing size of an Apple Box
We took eight apple
boxes of clothing to a
church meeting. We
gave two garments
each to about one
thousand people,
and four boxes
remained un-opened!
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All the clothing
should be good
quality, and packed
so that it looks like
new. Each item is
washed, ironed,
sized, bagged and
labelled.

A finished Box of Clothing
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showed me that when the small boy
gave what he had, Jesus multiplied
the food so that it was enough. And
I believe that He made the same
promised to us: If we would give
what we had, He would multiply
the work. And as I proceed to tell
the story, I think it will show that
God has been very faithful to this
promise.

And third, that we were not to ask
for money. God spoke to me so
clearly, and said that on the condi-
tion that we never asked for any
money, He would provide every-
thing that we needed. And, once
again, I believe that the following
testimony will show that He has
also been very faithful to do this.

With the benefit of hindsight, I be-
lieve that these second two founda-
tions are the key to the growth that
we have seen, for they encouraged

us to trust in God, and not our-
selves, to make this ministry suc-
cessful.

About two weeks later, we received
an anonymous gift of £20 through
our front door, marked “This is for
sending clothing to Africa”. And, as
we had not told anyone what we
were doing, this was a very encour-
aging confirmation that God would
indeed provide for this work. To
date, we still do not know who gave
us this gift.

Having received this gift, we felt
that we should open a bank account
with this money, and that we
should call the work Faith in Action,
from James 2:14-17. This passage
speaks about our need to help the
poor, and ends with the words:
Faith without Action is dead.

It was shortly after we opened this
bank account, that we decided that
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we needed to register the ministry
as a charity. Our faith was small at
first, and so the trust document re-
cords that we only estimated that
the annual income would be
£10,000.

25 years later we continue to receive
between £85,000 and £105,000 each
year, without any fund-raising
whatsoever. Over the last twenty
five years, we have received a total
of about £2 million. And we have
never asked for money, or held any
fund-raising events.

We do now ask the packing groups
to pay for the transport of their
boxes, but this only accounts for
about 10-15% of our annual income,
and many packing groups have tes-
tified of the miraculous provision of
finances that they have seen, which
has enabled them to pay for their
boxes.
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At the beginning, I was packing
alone. I was also working at a
church-based coffee shop that Mar-
tin and I had set up. During this
time, God continued to confirm His
promise that He would multiply the
work. I therefore thought that I
should resign from working at the
coffee shop in order to spend more
time packing clothing.

However, at that time, one of the
team in the coffee shop left, and God
told me to work there full-time. At
the time I really struggled to obey
this directive, as it seemed contrary
to what He had promised about
multiplication. However, I did offer
to work full-time, and as a result the
work of packing clothing almost
came to a halt.

With the benefit of hindsight, I can
now see how important this step of
pure obedience was: I have since

Our first Packing Group

Our church leaders
asked Martin and
| to lead a mercy
group within the
church, and so a

group of us started
to meet to pack

each week.
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| have travelled
extensively around
rural villages, sleeping
in mud huts, attending
funerals, and wading
through crocodile-
infested rivers.

Part of a Compound of
Houses in Dausi Village

where we stayed for 3 Days

During this seminar, they sensed
God'’s presence so strongly, that they
asked if their group could join us.

On my second visit to Malawi, God
spoke clearly during a church ser-
vice about giving financial support
to the church. At that time FIA had
no spare money, and in order to re-
duce the cost of transferring funds to
Malawi on a monthly basis, we
needed to commit ourselves to
twelve monthly payments of £350.

Once again, I can testify that by the
time each monthly payment was
due, we had always received
enough funding to cover the pay-
ment. We now send between £8,000
to £16,000 every two months.

After about two years of visiting
Malawi, and staying in rest houses,
God told me that I should stay in the
villages with the local people. Since
then, I have travelled extensively

around rural villages, sleeping in
mud huts, attending funerals, and
wading through crocodile-infested
rivers. On one occasion, I went from
eating in a traditional mud and
thatch home in Malawi to another
meal in the Mansion House in Lon-
don just 5 days later!

Staying in the villages with the peo-
ple has been very significant. 90% of
the population of Malawi live in the
rural areas. However, most western
Christian visitors want to stay in the
comfort of the towns.

When we visit Malawi, we always
stay with Malawian pastors. In the
early days I often travelled alone,
and this enabled me to build strong
relationships with local believers,
and to understand African culture.
We believe that building strong rela-
tionships, and understanding the
culture, is essential to working ef-
fectively.










