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Faith in Action

The Financial Basis of Faith in Action

W

e support Paul’s teaching given
in 2 Corinthians 9:7 that we
should give as we have decided in our
own heart and not under pressure. Consequently, we do not include any requests for funds in our literature. However, we do want to provide some information about how we operate financially.
All our work is done on a voluntary basis. We are therefore able to use 100% of
any gift according to the donor’s chosen
designation. We would be grateful if you
would indicate clearly if you want a donation to be used for a specific project.

We would be grateful if you could let us
know if you would like to receive a Gift
Aid Declaration form. We use a small
percentage of the money that we receive
back from gift-aided donations to cover
the cost of producing newssheets and
leaflets, and also for other administration costs which relate directly to projects. If you are not receiving a newssheet and would like to be added to our
mailing list, please could you contact us
at either the postal or the email address
given below. These newssheets give ongoing feed-back about our projects.

Emmanuel Cottage,

Faith in Action exists to support the
ministry of local churches in Africa by:

Rusper Road,

•

Faith in Action,

Ifield, Crawley,
West Sussex
RH11 0LN
Telephone:
01293 526424

•
•
•

Fax:
01293 533022
Website:
www.faithinaction.uk.com

Email:
sally@faithinaction.uk.com

Registered
Charity No: 293961

•
•
•
•

Developing personal links and
church to church contacts
Strengthening the work of local
pastors
Supplying Christian resources in
local languages
Sending relief consignments and
funding development projects in
villages
Encouraging diversification of crops
for food security
Making small interest-free loans for
family businesses
Providing wells and irrigation
systems
Supporting orphans
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Orphan Support
It is estimated
that there are
about 500,000
orphaned children
in Malawi.
One Foster Parent (centre)
with two of his three
Goats and Kraal in
Thimu Village

I

t is estimated that there are about
500,000 orphaned children in
Malawi out of a population of about
15 million. However, although the
number of orphans is very high,
many orphaned children in the
Lower Shire will have been taken in
by extended family members. In
most cases it is not therefore
necessary or appropriate to bring
these children into an orphanage,
but rather to provide financial
support for those foster families who
have taken in orphaned children. In

many cases a foster family may
already have four to eight children
of their own and so the addition of
extra children will put considerable
pressure on their very meagre
resources.
Because the scale of this orphan
situation is so great, we do not
believe that it is appropriate to give
regular financial support to a few
families. This may offer some help to
those families but the help will only
be sustained for as long as we
continue to send money. This kind
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of help can also build a dependency
culture which is something that
Faith in Action is seeking to avoid.
Our aim is to help families to take
responsibility for their lives and to
be able to provide for themselves on
a long-term basis. Furthermore,
sponsorship only helps a few while
ignoring many others.
We are providing goats for foster
families who have taken in
orphaned children. Having provided
goats for one family, we can then
move on to support more families. In
this way the help that is received is
continually multiplied, rather than
remaining static.
This provision of goats has been
well-received by local people. Goats
thrive well in the Lower Shire and
need little veterinary care.
We provide two female goats and
one male goat for families who take
in one to four orphaned children.
The number of goats is increased for
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families who take in more than four
children. Each goat costs Malawi
Kwacha (MK) 18,000, or £36, and
thus the cost of supporting most
families is MK54,000 or £108.
Foster families build their own kraal
and thus contribute towards the
project. They also give one of their
first kids to another family and this
sharing of a kid is monitored by a
local committee.
Each female goat should produce
two kids twice a year. If all these
kids are sold, this sale should
produce an annual income of
MK144,000 or £288. (This potential
income is more than we were
previously giving to support one
child.)
However, if families choose to keep
one of their female kids each year
instead of selling all of them, they
can build their stock of breeding
females and increase their yearly
income. If they do this each year,
they can receive a yearly income of
MK792,000, or £1,584, by the tenth
year. This would be a very large
income for a family living in a rural
location.
We understand that articles have

Children and Goats in front of a Kraal
in Nyamula Village
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A Foster Family with two of their three
Goats and a Kraal in Thimu Village
been written which criticize the
provision of goats in Africa. These
articles claim that goats can produce
environmental damage by stripping
the land of grass and foliage. We
would agree that this may be true in
some semi-arid situations where
there is little green foliage for the
goats to eat. However, this is not the
case in southern Malawi where there
is plenty of foliage available.
The Lower Shire has an abundance
of green shrubs which the goats can
eat throughout the year. Farmers’
fields are also some distance from
where the goats are kept and tree
saplings are protected by a bamboo
structure so that the goats cannot eat
them. We are assured by local
people that goats are
not
having
any
destructive effect in
the Lower Shire and
it is their ability to
live on foliage as well
as
grass
which
enables
them
to
thrive in this often
hot
and
dry
continent.
This provision of
goats is aimed at

foster families who are of the same
generation as the parents of the
orphaned children. However, in
many cases there are o nl y
grandparents remaining in a family
who can take in these orphans. In
these cases, the care of young
children is an enormous physical, as
well as financial, burden for elderly
people. In order to give appropriate
help to these grandparents, we are
enabling orphan day-care centres to
be set up for these grandchildren
through our community irrigation
projects. We have
produced a separate
leaflet giving details
of this irrigation
project.
Current exchange rate:
£1 = MK500
(Sterling prices have been
calculated to the nearest
pound.)

A Foster Parent with
a Goat and a Kraal in
Nyamula Village

