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Forestry and Agro-Forestry Projects

Faith in Action

The Financial Basis of Faith in Action

W

e support Paul’s teaching given
in 2 Corinthians 9:7 that we
should give as we have decided in our
own heart and not under pressure. Consequently, we do not include any requests for funds in our literature. However, we do want to provide some information about how we operate financially.
All our work is done on a voluntary basis. We are therefore able to use 100% of
any gift according to the donor’s chosen
designation. We would be grateful if you
would indicate clearly if you want a donation to be used for a specific project.

Faith in Action,

We would be grateful if you could let us
know if you would like to receive a Gift
Aid Declaration form. We use a small
percentage of the money that we receive
back from gift-aided donations to cover
the cost of producing newssheets and
leaflets, and also for other administration costs which relate directly to projects. If you are not receiving a newssheet and would like to be added to our
mailing list, please could you contact us
at either the postal or the email address
given below. These newssheets give ongoing feed-back about our projects.

Emmanuel Cottage,

Faith in Action exists to support the
ministry of local churches in Africa by:

Rusper Road,

•

Ifield, Crawley,
West Sussex

•

RH11 0LN
Telephone:
01293 526424

•
•

Fax:
01293 533022
Website:

•

www.faithinaction.uk.com

Email:
sally@faithinaction.uk.com

Registered
Charity No: 293961

•
•
•

Developing personal links and
church to church contacts
Strengthening the work of local
pastors
Supplying Christian resources in
local languages
Sending relief consignments and
funding development projects in
villages
Encouraging diversification of crops
for food security
Making small interest-free loans for
family businesses
Providing wells and irrigation
systems
Supporting orphans
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Forestry and Agro-Forestry Projects
We are providing
tree saplings for
planting besides
rivers in order to
reduce the silt
being washed
into them.
Tree Saplings for sale in a
Nursery in Malawi

T

he Lower Shire was stripped of
a large number of trees during
the time when over one million
Mozambican refugees lived in this
area. The trees were cut down to use
as firewood and this greatly
increased the scale of the deforestation in this area.
We believe that the drought and
flooding experienced over recent
years could have been caused - in
part - by this loss of trees. There is
now a ban on cutting down trees and
people are encouraged to provide

firewood by planting their own trees.
Poles for house-building have to be
purchased or grown for personal use.
More recently, the Government in
Malawi have been encouraging
people to plant trees by the side of
rivers as a preventative measure to
stop rivers from silting up and then
flooding when the rain is excessive.
We have set up a number of family
business loan schemes in which sand
is collected from rivers and sold to
building contractors. This business
not only provides an income for the
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Tree Saplings for sale in Malawi
family but also reduces the silt in
rivers.
Our current focus is to provide tree
saplings in every area where these
sand businesses have been set up in
order to reduce the silt being washed
back into the rivers again. We
provide 600 saplings in each area
and these cost Malawi Kwacha (MK)
120,000 or £240. Each seedling costs
MK200 or 40 pence.
In

t hi s

way

we

en c o ur a g e

reforestation, teach communities
about the value of trees, and show
local people how to prevent the
silting up of rivers.

Msangu Trees for Agro-forestry

I

t is not traditional for farmers in
the Lower Shire to use fertilizer,
mainly because they lack the knowledge of its important benefits. Furthermore the cost of fertilizer has
risen considerably over recent years
which means that many farmers
would lack the finances required to
buy it.
The provision of Msangu trees, or
Winter Thorn, for agro-foresty addresses this important need to add
nitrogen to their soil without incurring further costs for farmers.
‘Msangu’ is the local Chichewa name
for this tree. Its English name is Winter Thorn. Its family name is Legumi-

nosae. Its scientific name is Faidherbia Albida.
Msangu is an indigenous deciduous
tree. It has a white bark when it is
young which turns grey and fissured
when it is mature. The leaves are
feathery and grey-green. The thorns
are white, straight and thick. It has
creamy white spiky flowers and the
seeds are contained in a thick and
often spirally twisted pod.
The main aim of agro-forestry is to
plant nitrogen-fixing trees or bushes
among edible crops in order to improve the fertility of the soil and thus
to increase crop yields. With most
agro-forestry, the trees are planted in
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lines between rows of other plants.
With Msangu it is recommended
that these trees should be planted at
random among edible crops.

• In times of famine, people can eat
the seeds after repeated boiling.

After providing traditional fertilizer
for some local pastors, they told us
that one acre without fertilizer
would produce only 5-30 x 50kg
bags of Masika maize, while one acre
with fertilizer had produced 55-70
bags.

• The hollow trunks make good
bee-hives.

Almost as soon as these trees are
planted, the roots start to fix nitrogen in the soil. These trees should be
pruned so that they do not grow too
tall and shade the crops around
them. The cut branches together
with the leaves can be laid on the
ground to stop the sun from drying
out the soil. The leaves will add fibre
and nutrients to the soil.
These trees will not only increase the
fertility of the soil but they will also
provide a number of other benefits
as follows:
• The trunks and branches can be
used for firewood, canoes, mortars and pestles. They can therefore be sold to provide a small
income or used by the family to
reduce their need to buy wood.
• The pods and leaves make excellent fodder for their animals.

Msangu Tree Seedlings being purchased

• The flowers attract bees for honeymaking.

• The bark can be boiled and used
to cure diarrhoea.
The seedlings should be planted in
June. However, they can be planted
all through the year in dambo areas
beside a river. Each seedling costs
MK100, or 20 pence. The cost of one
project providing 300 seedlings is
MK30,000, or £60.
We understand that the Ministry of
Agriculture in Malawi has selected
many of the farmers’ gardens where
we have provided these Msangu
trees as field demonstration gardens
so that other farmers can learn this
type of modern farming.
Current exchange rate: £1 = MK500
(Sterling prices have been calculated to the
nearest pound.)

